
Chapter 8. Preparing for Travel 
 

 When Aurelia awoke the next morning, she walked into the kitchen in her nightgown 
and sat down to a small plate of waffles with syrup. She was still sleepy and almost completely 
forgot for a few moments what had happened the night before.  

Mouse stood in the kitchen stacking sticks of firewood on the hearth, then leaned down 
to give Aurelia a kiss.  
 “You made my favorite breakfast!” Aurelia said, smiling.  
 “I did.” Mouse nodded. “I suppose we have a big day ahead of us,” she added, trying to 
sound cheery. 
 “That’s right,” Aurelia said, slowly waking up as she placed another syrup drenched bite 
of waffle in her mouth. “I am going to the White City,” she added, her mouth full of food.  
 “Now, now,” LillyMouse cautioned. “Just because you’re going on a trip, that’s no reason 
to forget your manners. This morning I need to gather and dry more berries so we have food to 
pack. Tomorrow we’ll see one of the crows for a flying lesson.” 
 “A flying lesson?” Aurelia asked excitedly.  
 “Yes, dear. You can’t walk to the White City, and Poncho won’t be able to carry you 
once you’re my size.”  
 “I am going to be your size?” Aurelia asked, equally surprised.  
 “Rattickens will be stopping by soon to go over what he knows about the castle. And 
before I go . . .” Mouse continued but just then they heard Rattickens knocking at the door. 

“Come in.” said Mouse warmly. “I was just talking to Aurelia about her trip.”  
Rattickens smiled at them as he hung up his coat.  

 “Excellent,” he said, sitting down while LillyMouse straightened her whiskers and 
continued to speak to Aurelia. 
 “The White City,” Mouse continued, “may seem like an overwhelming place, so you 
must always remember what I am about to tell you, little one. Think positively! Believe that what 
you want is possible!” She paused for effect and raised her right paw in the air. “Feel whatever it 
is you want as if it has already happened. That will draw it in toward you! They say whatever 
shows up in your life does so because you’ve drawn it in!” she added excitedly. Before you 
came, I dreamed of having a little one in my life again, and then out of nowhere, you appeared! 
Those are the old ways. Believe it and feel it and it shall happen! Tried and true.” She smiled. 
 Rattickens looked away and sighed. 
 “You don’t agree?” Mouse asked curiously.  

He was silent for a moment, then he turned around and started speaking with his arms 
raised as if addressing a large crowd from a pulpit.  
 “Believe in your dreams! Feel it like it has already happened and the universe will lay it 
at your feet!” He cried out mockingly.  
 Mouse crossed her arms, and Aurelia giggled. 
 “Really, there’s no reason to be rude!” Mouse said. 
 “You must have drawn in my rudeness! What have you been thinking about?” Rattickens 
asked with a mischievous grin. 
 “So, you don’t believe in the old ways at all?” Mouse asked, a bit shocked. 
 “Think positively? Believe in your dreams? Feel hopeful and happy and good things are 
more likely to come your way? Old ways or new ways . . . that is just plain old common sense. 
But my cousin . . .,” he began. 
 “Oh, here we go,” said Mouse. 
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 “My cousin,” Rattickens repeated a bit more loudly after starring at Mouse for a second, 
“wanted to pack his burrow with enough food one fall so that none of his family would not have 
to forage for an entire winter. A lofty goal, no doubt. And he believed in the old ways. He 
believed he could do it. Everywhere he went that year, he saw opportunity he probably wouldn’t 
have seen otherwise. And yes, some things just seemed to drop into his lap.” 
 “I see,” said Mouse, uncrossing her arms for a moment. 
 “Yes," said Rattickens. “He was at my home in the White City years ago telling me all 
about it. He was so happy that things had fallen into place and was just about to head back to 
his burrow that night for a long quiet winter.” 
 “And?” Mouse asked, as if he had just proven her point. 

“And then I saw him step out into the road and get stuck down by the wheel of a cart!”  
Aurelia’s eyes widened, and Mouse gasped.  

 “Oh, I am so sorry, Rattickens. I didn’t know,” said LillyMouse. And then for a moment 
they all remained silent. 
 “So . . . what do you believe?” Aurelia asked softly. 
 “I think it makes sense to feel positively as often as you can,” Rattickens replied. “You 
will probably see opportunities you might have missed and just be generally happier. That’s 
smart. It’s complete foolery however—,” he looked directly at Mouse, “—to think your thoughts 
and feelings control EVERY* aspects of what happens in your life! Basically, child, think 
positively AND look both ways before you cross a street.” He added, starring directly at Mouse 
again. 
 “Well of course!” said Mouse, sighing and rolling her eyes as she picked up the bag she 
used to gather berries and walked toward the door.  
 “But Raddy, if you can think positively and have everything destroyed in the very next 
second . . . well, then . . . what’s the point?” Aurelia asked, a bit confused. 
 “The point, child," is that for as long as you and I are here, there is simply no better 
option.   

Mouse paused for a moment at the doorway as she heard this.  
“Exactly!” she said, before shutting the door behind her. Making it clear that at least on 

one point Rattickens had basically said she was right. 
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